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Balloon
‘crash’
mystery
deepens

Mystery deepens over the
low-flying hot air balloon
which apparently hit the
roof of a pensioner’s house
in Leicester — a second bal-
loon was spotted the same
day.
Yesterday's Leicester
Mercury reported that pen-
sioner Mrs. Idina Watkiss,
of Coplow Avenue, off
Evington Lane, claimed a
low- f\:ing balloon crashed
into her roof on Sunday
lunchtime.

After seeing the story,
people rang the Mercury to
say they spotted a balloon,
sporting the motif of
Leicester bookmakers
Mark Jarvis, flying in the
Wigston area on Sunday
evening.

The pilot of that balloon,
Mr. Ron Hallam, a director
of Mark Jarvis, said he flew
from Great Glen to Narbor-
ough between 5 and 6 p.m.
on Sunday, and was
nowhere near Coplow Ave-
nue.

But Mr. Hallam said that
he had spotted another bal-
loon — a blue one with a
Mercedes logo — flying
over Stoughton at about
4.30 p.m. which could have
been near Coplow Avenue
earlier.

Mr. Hallam said he
believed the balloon with
the Mercedes logo may have
belon%eid to Cooper’'s Cars
of Rothley.

Cooper’s confirmed they
owned a balloon, but gen-
eral manager Mr. Tony Wil-
lis said it was definitely not
involved in any collision
with a roof on Sunday.
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